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judges, attorneys, and defendants. Judges 
in specialized courts are experts on the law 
in the particular area in which they work, 
which means that attorneys spend less time 
preparing documents to fully inform judg-
es on the topical area. As a result of this ex-
pertise, specialized courts are able to handle 
more cases effectively. Tailored sentences 
are crafted, which results in fewer appeals 
filed. Because more uniform sentences are 
used across offenders, there is less shopping 
around for a more favorable court given a 
lack of choice of courts by defendants.

Privatized Community 
Corrections Services

In some jurisdictions, budget short-
ages in conjunction with rapid growth in 
the number of probationers have forced 
officials to consider alternatives to proba-
tion departments overseeing probationers. 

Probation departments are increasingly strained to adequately monitor and supervise pro-
bationers due to growth in caseloads. A commonly used alternative is the use of privatized 
probation services (Figure 10.5). Private probation agencies operate by requiring proba-
tioners to post a bond as insurance for their compliance with community corrections stan-
dards. If probationers fail to comply with conditions of their sentence, the bond money  
is lost. Private probation agencies generally focus on probationers of specific types. For  

Figure 10.4  n  DWI Courts in the United States

Source: City of Baton Rouge. 

A probationer at Veterans Court. People involved in the criminal justice system 

include veterans. How do specialized courts assist special populations such as  

veterans? If you were a policymaker, would you increase funding for courts like 

this? Why or why not?
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DWI specialized courts have proliferated in the United States over time. What advantages and disadvan-
tages do you think this trend offers? What would you do if you had the ability to continue or discontinue 
their use? Why?




